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Jlad<rround 

The phenomenon of American regional heritage areas bas been growing over tbt past ten 
years. Efforts are now underway to seed and systematize the current ad hoc, project·by
project initiatives that designate and fwxl regiooal heritage developtru:nt effotts by the federal 
government. This statemeDt bas been prepared by the National Coalition for Heritage Areas to 
provide: a ba.o;is for evaluating legislation relating to a national program for heritage areas. 

Cooupl 

Heritage areas are most often regions with a distinctive sense of place unified by large·scale 
resources: rivers, lakes or suums. canal systems, historic roads and trails, railroads. They 
may include both rural aDd urban settlemem. aDd are cohesive, dynamic enviroomems where 
private ownership predomioales, and will COIIIinue to predominate, but wbere change can be 
creatively g11ided to benefit boll! people and place. · 

Heritage areas encourage both the proteaioo of a wide variety of environmeuta.l , scenic, and 
cui rural resources aOO sustainable development for tourism and other economic opponunities. 
They educate residents and visitors about community history, uaditions, and the environment. 
aDd provide for outdoor recreation. 

Heritage areas most often comprise more tban ooe jurisdiction, with regional management thar 
combines public and private sector leadership aDd engages grass-roots endlusiasm for 
celebrating community assetS. 

Purpose of a National Provam 

A national program will result in the conservation or resources in the nation's distinctive 
regions, representative of the diverse origins of our uniquely American character and vital to 
our national heritage and ideruiry. Limited federal invesanent and involvement will stimulate 
innovative partnerships and economic development-private and public, local, swe, and 
federal--across geographic re1ions. Heritage areas will create a greater sense of a shared 
narural and culrura.l heritage and new and renewed connections. leading ro greater 
commitments co coruervalion, education, and recrutional opportunities in the public realm. 

(over) 
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Principles 

The national program musr stimulare creativity. encourage partnerships, and create a designation for locally driven initiatives. A 
well~esigned program: 

Eolists Local Support 

Encourages and promotes heritage awareness at the grass-roots and responds to a local sense of what is significam for 
inclusion in a heritage area. 

Stimulates widespread irueres1 among communities to lnvestigate their eligibility for the program and to compe1e for 
funds and designarion. 

Designs a process that builds enduring local commianem, capacity, and public awareness. 

Inspire renewed commitmem to planning as the basis for communiry action and investment. 

Stimulates Creativit~' 

Established tlex.ible funding, crireria , and administrative processes. Grants should be awarded comperitively on me basis 
of merit rather than emitlemem. 

Encourages immediate and visible results to create momenrum for long-term achievement 

Promotes strategic, problem..<friven. action-oriented planning in preference to comprehensive. information-driven 
planning. 

Encourages Partnerships 

Stimulates invesa:nem and cooperation among business . labor , and professional organizations and lodividuals . 

Empowers grass-roms, state. and national nonprofit and civic organizations that can as.;ist heritage areas . 

Develops a national advisory body that reflects the diversity of public and private interest within regional heritage areas. 

Builds on existing experience among federal and non-federal heritage areas and encourages tbe developmem of regional 
and state programs . 

Provides a mechanism for creative and flexible involvement of federal, state . and local agencies both in the natillnal 
program and in individual beritage areas . 

Incorporates and encourages continued reliance on existing authorities and systems at the federal and state levels for 
resource evaluation and protection. 

Establishes a National System or Heritage Areas 

Includes federal designation as rewarded for communit)l acbievemeru. planning, and r<source qualit)l, maintaining the 
integrity of federal designation as a signal honor. Federal designation is expected to follow a period of education, 
technical . and funding assistance, and e~rimeotatioo. 

Authorizes a substantial level of new funding and grants for early-action, planniog, and implementation of heritage area 
initiatives. 

Responds fully to the diversity of the American experience and the strengths and needs of different heritage areas. 

Stimulates continuing public and private suppon for resource conservation and greater economic and educational benefits 
than would otherwise be the case. 
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